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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. MARK

Erwin Kurth

INTRODUCTION

Mark's original Hebrew name was John, which means "God is gracious."
The surname he adopted when he became converted under Peter's ministry was
"Mark;" (Anglicized form: Marcus, 1 Peter 5:13b), which means "Mallet" or
"Hammer" (Acts 12:12,25; 15:37).

John Mark was not a member of the original twelve apostles, but, as
aforesaid, a convert of Peter ("Marcus, my son" and a close associate of the
"Big Fisherman"). Apparently, Mark gleaned much of the material for his Gospel
from what Peter told him. Therefore, his Gospel is called Peter's Gospel by
some very ancient writers.

When Jesus was captured in the Garden of Gethsemane, all the
disciples forsook iffim and ned, (14:50). However, "there followed him a certain
young man, having a linen cloth cast about his naked body, and the young men
laid hold on him, and he left the linen cloth, and ned from them naked"
(14:51,52). Was the young man John Mark? He is the only one of the four
evangelists who records this incident.

It was "to the house of Mary, the mother of John, whose surname was
Mark," that Peter repaired after his miraculous deliverance from prison (Acts
12:12-17).

John Mark accompanied Paul and Barnabas his cousin on their first
missionary journey to Asia Minor. At Perga, Mark got the jitters and refused to
go any farther. We read, "And John departing from them returned to Jerusalem"
(Acts l3:l3b). Such lack of fortitude by Mark to rough it for Christ didn't
sit well with Paul at all. Therefore, when Barnabas determined later on to take
with them John Mark, "Paul thought not good to take him with them, who departed
from them from Pamphylia, and went not with them to the work. And the
contention was so sharp between them, that they departed asunder one from the
other; and so Barnabas took Mark, and sailed to Cyprus; and Paul chose Silas,
and departed, being recommended by the brethren unto the grace of God" (Acts
15:37-40).

Paul and Mark were later completely reconciled. Paul included him in
the list of stalwarts who stood by him in the hour of greatest need;
"Aristarchus my fellow prisoner...and Marcus, sister's son to Barnabas...and
Justus, who are of the circumcision (i.e. Jews). These only are my fellow
workers unto the kingdom of God, which have been a comfort unto me" (Colossians
4:10,11). To Timothy Paul wrote: "Only Luke is with me. Take Mark, and bring
him with thee; for he is profitable to me for the ministry" (2 Timothy 4:11).
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Mark served also with Peter in Babylon, as one can gather from this
passage: "The church that is at Babylon, elected together with you, saluteth you;
and so doth Marcus my son" (I Peter 5:13).

Tradition states that Mark was sent on a mission to Egypt, where he
founded the Church in Alexandria and eventually became bishop, and suffered as a
a martyr in the eighth year of Nero. According to the legend, his remains were
obtained by the Venetians and, through a pious fraud, conveyed to Venice in 827
A.D. The body was put into a basket and covered with herbs and nesh of swine.
The porters, as they carried the basket to the vessel, cried KHA WZIR, i.e. pork,
which the Moslems detest, and thus avoided suspicion.

In the Gospel of Mark, "his record is emphatically the Gospel of Jesus
Christ, the Son of God, living and working among men, and developing his mission
more in acts than by words" -Bible Biography by Rev. C.R. Barnes. Deeds take
precedence over speeches in Mark's Gospel.

CHARACTERISTICS OF MARK'S GOSPEL

Be it said at the outset: There is but one gospel or good news that
Jesus is the Savior. However, that one and only Gospel of Jesus Christ is
presented from four different viewpoints, that is, as the title of each evangel
indicates: ACCORDING TO•••

The main thrust of the Gospel According to Saint Matthew is: Behold
the Messiah-King; of Saint Mark: Behold the Servant of the Lord; of Saint Luke:
Behold the Man, the perfect Man, the realized ideal of humanity; of Saint John:
Behold your God.

PECULIARITIES OF THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. MARK

1. It is the shortest of the four gospels, consisting of 16 chapters.

Matthew
Mark
Luke
John

28 chapters
16 chapters
24 chapters
21 chapters

2. Mark begins his gospel, we might say, with a roar like unto that of a lion.
The symbol for Saint Mark is the winged lion. F.R. Weber, in his book,
Symbolism, recounts the belief of the ancients that lion cubs remained in a
comatose state for three days after birth and then, in response to a mighty roar
from the lioness, awakened to full consciousness. When you visit St. Mark Square
in Venice or St. Mark in the Bowery, New York City, the statuary you find
displayed there is the Winged Lion.

The Easter Gospel in the Standard Pericope System is taken from St.
Mark's Gospel, 16:1-8.
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Incidentally, the symbols for the four evangelists are: the winged man for
Matthew, the winged lion for Mark, the winged ox for Luke, and the flying
eagle for John. Ezekiel 1:10 and Revelation 4:6,7.

3. John Mark is in a hurry to get his message across concerning "Jesus Christ,
the Son of God." He skips preliminaries and starts right off with an
account of the ministry of John the Baptizer, forerunner of Christ.

4. Mark is brief and to the point when he records activities and happenings.
He records the baptism of Jesus in three verses; the temptation in the
wilderness in two, the calling of Peter and Andrew in three, of James and
John in two, his authoritative teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum in
two, and the healing of the demoniac in two.

5. Mark beamed his gospel to the non-Jewish world, particularly the Romans. We
deduce this from the fact that he explains terms, customs, and traditions
which needed no such elucidation if the intended readers were Jews. The
following examples bear this out: 3:17; 5:41; 7:1-4,11,34.

6. The key word in St. Mark's Gospel is the word "immediately." The Romans, to
whom Mark primarily directed his message, were interested in action, not in
long discourses, sermons, and parables. They wanted to know not "What did
Jesus say?" but "What did Jesus DO?"

Mark obliges. He proceeds rapidly from one activity of Jesus to another.
"Jesus did this, and immediately he did that, and straightway he did
something else." Altogether, Mark cites 19 miraculous works which Jesus
performed in demonstration of his deity.

The Greek work "immediately" occurs 42 times in Mark's Gospel. The
translators of the King James Version thought it good, for variety's sake,
to employ synonyms. They substituted for the monotonously repetitious Greek
word "immediately" synonyms as straightly, at once, forthwith, anon,
SUddenly, straightway.

See chapter 1, verses 10,12,18,20,21,28,29,30,31,42,43 for eleven instances
of the use of synonyms.

7. Unlike Luke, Mark does not narrate antecedents to the public ministry of
Jesus. He does not compile genealogies of Jesus, as Luke and Matthew did;
he does not identify the parents of John the Baptizer; he does not recount
the nativity and adolescence of Jesus; but begins immediately 'with the
gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God" (1:1).

Unlike John, Mark does not engage in profound statements concerning the
deity of Christ, because he must have figured that actions speak louder than
words. And so he presents nineteen miracles which the Son of God performed,
wondrous works over D.D.D.N. (Disease, Demons, Death, and Nature).
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Whereas Matthew devotes three full chapters to the Sermon on the Mount, and
Luke, 30 verses to the Sermon on the Plain (6:20-49), Mark is satisfied to
cite a few leading thoughts therefrom and let it go at that.

8. When Matthew writes of Jesus as King, the word has a lofty meaning. When
Mark does so, the word is used in disdain. For instance:

Pilate asked him, "Art thou the 'King' of the Jews?" (15:2).

Pilate asked the people, "Will ye that I release unto you the 'King' of the
Jews?" (15:9).

The people clamored for the release of Barabbas, an insurrectionist and
murderer.

Then said Pilate to them again, with a touch of sarcasm, "What will ye then
that I shall do unto him whom ye call 'the King' of the Jews?" And they
cried out again, "Crucify him" (15:11-13).

The soldiers made cruel sport of Jesus. They clothed hilT. with purple and
platted a crown of thorns, and put it about his head, and began to salute
him "Hail, 'King' of the Jews" (15:16-18).

That mock title followed him to the cross. Mark reports that the
superscription read: The King of the Jews (I5:26). The Latin initials for
these words are I N R I. We find these letters on crucifixes and on
communion wafers. They stand for Jesus Nazarenus Rex Judaeorum: Jesus of
Nazareth, King of the Jews. In fact, only in Mark's Gospel is Jesus
derisively accosted as "King."

THE THEOLOGICAL THRUST

Mark's Gospel is more than an historical account of the travelings,
activities, and sayings of Jesus. The main thrust is theological, culminating in
the declaration of the centurion concerning the God-man, "Truly this man was the
Son of God" (15:39).

Jesus is the God-man; Son of God (1:1) and Son of man (2:10).

GOD

He is "the Lord" whose Messianic coming John the Baptizer proclaimed.
(1:3): "One mightier than" he, the Sender forth of the Holy Spirit (1:8,
the chosen and "beloved Son" of the Father (1:11), the Healer of man's soul
(tiSon, thy sins be forgiven thee" 2:5), "the Son of the Blessed" (14:61), and
the reconstructor of man's body, whether diseased, demonridden, or dead.

Jesus is also the Sovereign of nature. "He holds the whole world in His
hands." The higher law of His will takes precedence over the lesser 18\\'s He
implanted in the cosmos. Only God can do wondrous works like those which Jesus
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performed over D.D.D.N. Therefore, Jesus must be acclaimed God.

MAN

At the same time, He was the Son of man, with all man's traits and
infirmities, except He had no sin. The designation "Son of man" appears 12 times
in Mark's Gospel; a total of 81 times in the four Evangels. It is always applied
by Jesus to Himself. He is the Son of universal man.

As true man, He walked and wearied, hungered and ate, thirsted and drank,
sighed and had compassion, became angry and grieved over the uncharitableness of
the Pharisees; He fell asleep in a pitching boat, so weary was He (4:38); e
suffered and died. He is our kinsman under the skin, our Elder Brother, Friend,
and Confidant; the eternal Contemporary who is with us always.

'BEHOLD THE SERVANT OF THE LORD'

The above-stated heading is the thrust of Mark's Gospel. Mark portrays
Jesus as the indefatigable Servant of God and man. For instance, Jesus wishes to
court privacy and hold close converse with God in prayer, but His devotions are
interrupted. Peter and they that were with Him break in upon His sweet hour of
prayer and tell Him "All men seek for thee". (1:35-37) He can't find time even
to eat. (3:20) The multitudes relentlessly barge in upon Him. The disciples
fear, if there is not let-up, Jesus will be driven to distraction. 3:21) He
Himself feels the need of a respite and seeks to escape by ship to a desert place
to no avail. The people sensed His destination and ran afoot thither out of all
cities. (6:31-33) Truly, He is the tireless Servant of the Lord.

The core verse: "The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and
to give his life a ransom for many." (10:45 NIV)

Jesus lived and died and rose again that you and I, believing in Him, should
not taste the second death but live eternally with Him in heaven.

Blessed be His Holy Name: Jesus Savior
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LIVING WAY BIBLE STUDY

PERSONAL APPLICATION

Prayer: Blessed Lord, who has caused all Holy Scripture to be written
for our learning, grant that we may hear, read, mark, learn, and
inwardly digest them. Grant us the blessed hope of everlasting life
which you have given us in our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Mark 1:1-13

1. Name the original twelve apostles directly called by Christ according to
Mark 3:14-19.-----------------------------

2. How does John the Baptizer fulfill his office as forerunner of Christ?
1:2-3 _
1:4-5--------------------------------

3. What superscription or title does Mark give his Gospel? (1:1)

4. John was the last in the long line of prophets. What did he foretell
concerning Jesus the Messiah? (1:7,8)

5. Which act, performed by John, indicated the beginning of Christ's public
ministry? (1:9-11)
Describe how the three persons of the Trinity were present

6. How old was Jesus when he began his public ministry? (Luke 3:21-23a)

7. Mark uses merely two verses to describe the temptation of Christ in the
wilderness. (1:12,13) But these verses contain an interesting fact which
only Mark presents. It is not found in Matthew -4:1-11 nor in Luke 4:1-13.
Which is that distinctive statement found only in Mark's Gospel? (1:12,13)

8. What do you find the most effective means you can use in times of
temptation?

Mark 1:14-40

9. Mark's evangel is packed with action. He describes Jesus as going from one
activity to another in quick succession. List some of the action-words you
find in 1:10-43.
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10. The account of the Galilean ministry begins with 1:14 and continues to
7:23. What activities, episodes, and happenings of the Galilean ministry
are enumerated in chapter 1?
14-15, _
16-18
19-20'----------------------------
21-28 _
29-31, _
32-34
35-39'-----------------------------
40-45 _

11. Relate a problem in your life in which this same Jesus has applied His
power.

12. Jesus performed miracles over Disease, Demons, Death and Nature. An
interesting way of studying the miracles is to observe
a. the nature of the miracle, whether it was over D., D., D., or N,.
b. the mode Jesus employed,
c. the reaction of those present,
d. the response of the person benefited,
e. the end result.
Assignment: Follow the above-given directions in analyzing two miracles of
the three in chapter 1, to wit: (1.) 1:21-28 and (2.) 1:40-45.
(1.)

u. Which verse in chapter 1 do you regard as the most important or meaningful
to you? _

14. Locate on a map in your Bible the geographical places mentioned in the
first chapter.

Judea, Jerusalem, Jordan (1:5)
Nazareth of Galilee (1:9)
The wilderness of Temptation (1:13)
Galilee (1:14, 39)
The Sea of Galilee (1:16)
Capernaum (1:21) where Peter and Andrew had a home (1:29)

LIVING WAY BIBLE STUDY, .
(PLEASE OBSERVE COPYRIGHT RESTRICTIONS - 1987)
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Assignment: Follow the above-given directions in analyzing two miracles of
the three in chapter 1, to wit: (1.) 1:21-28 and (2.) 1:40-45.
(1.)

u. Which verse in chapter 1 do you regard as the most important or meaningful
to you? _

14. Locate on a map in your Bible the geographical places mentioned in the
first chapter.

Judea, Jerusalem, Jordan (1:5)
Nazareth of Galilee (1:9)
The wilderness of Temptation (1:13)
Galilee (1:14, 39)
The Sea of Galilee (1:16)
Capernaum (1:21) where Peter and Andrew had a home (1:29)
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